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RESOURCES IN HAITI 
 
Haitian Embassy, Wash., DC     202-332-4090       
http://www.haiti.org 
Website contains current updates on Haiti   
 
US Embassy,  
Tabarre 41, Boulevard 15 Octobre, 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
Hours of Operation: 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. (M-F)   509-2-229-8000 
        
American Consulate - Haiti     509-2-229-8000  
acspap@state.gov 
 
American Airlines - Haiti     509-2-229-6000 
 
Lou  Hoekstra  HSM     708-363-0902 
 
Jay Loucks HSM     219-778-4242  
Lambs Chapel      219-778-9402 
 
Phyllis Schuster HSM     219-851-4980 cell 
       219-575-7968  home 

 

Pastor Jean Claude Pierre     509-4822-4688 
 
Methodist Guest House:      509-2-461-3089 
       509-2-449-2596 
       509-2-452-7161     
Donnette Lataillade    
donlataillade@hotmail.com 
 
Note on phone numbers:  
The country code for Haiti is 011 
If there is an additional 2 after the area code it is a landline 
If there is an additional 3 after the area code it is a cell phone number 
 

Handbook Revised Nov 2012 
Haitian Support Ministries 

PO Box 97 
Rolling Prairie, IN  46371 
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DEPARTING FROM HAITI 
 
Departing Port-au-Prince International Airport 
Preparing in advance is helpful. 
1. Remove all old airline luggage tags. 
2. Re-label “checked” luggage with new airline tags.  If you are traveling in a group to the same 

destination airport, all luggage is labeled with the leader’s name, organization (i.e.,home 
church) address, and phone number. 

3. If traveling in a group, the leader needs your passport, visitor’s visa, airline tickets, exit fees-- 
$30.00 US and 10 Gourde (these exit fees are included and paid when the tickets are pur-
chased and are not a separate fee as of this revision) and the number of bags you are check-
ing. 

4. Remember to pack according to the airlines size and weight restrictions. 
5. You will need to plan your time on your day of departure.  The airlines require passengers to 

be at the airport for check in  2-3 hours prior to the scheduled departure time.  In Haiti, where 
traffic jams, flat tires, and other hazards can delay you on the road you will need to build in 
sufficient travel time. 

 
Once you get to the airport, again there will be many porters willing to help you.  Unless you 

surround your bags and physically prevent the porters from assisting you, they WILL take 

your bags to the airport entrance and WILL demand payment for this service.  If you don’t 

mind paying, negotiate a price for this service.  Otherwise, you will need to be bold and force-
ful.  This would be a good time to use some of the Creole you learned.  You/leader need to have 
passport, visa and airline ticket available for a possible security check at the door to the departure 
terminal.  Once you are inside, proceed to the appropriate line.  If you are a group, the leader pro-
ceeds to the airline concierge and notifies them that you have a group and how many are in the 
group. Then follow their instructions.  Group members take all the luggage to the side and stay 
with it until the leader calls for the luggage to be checked.   
  
Once completely checked in, you/leader proceeds to your left to the PERCEPTION desk to pay the 
exit tax (sometimes they staple The receipt to your boarding pass and sometimes not).  If you are 
part of a group, it is at this time that the leader will return your passport, visitor’s visa, airline 
tickets and exit tax receipt.   You are now ready to proceed to the GATE area.    
 
If you have sufficient time prior to your scheduled boarding you could go up stairs  to the restau-
rant.  Signs are posted to direct you. 
 
At the first desk through the GATE area,  present your exit tax receipt (usually they tear it in half).  
Proceed to the Immigration area where you will need to go through one of the doors to have your 
passport stamped and render your visitor’s visa.  Keep moving forward to the SECURITY / X-
RAY checkpoint, then turn left for the American Airlines waiting area or right for other airlines.  
There are rest rooms in this area.  If you like, you can go upstairs where there are gift shops and a 
snack bar.  You need to present your passport one last time to airline personnel as you exit the 
terminal to go to the airplane.   
 
 
 

-- Bon Voyage – 
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Jesus loves the Little Children 
Jezi renmen tout timoun yo    - Jesus loves the little children  
Tout timoun yo nan lé monn    - All the children of the world 
rouj e jòn e nwa e blan  - red and yellow and black and white 
Li renmen yo tou lé tan  - they are precious in His sight 
Jezi renmen tout timoun yo nan lé monn - Jesus loves the little children of the world. 
 

Oh How I Love Jesus 

O oui mwen renmen jezi   - Oh how I love Jesus 
O oui mwen renmen jezi   - Oh how I love Jesus 
O oui mwen renmen jezi   - Oh how I love Jesus 
Paske Li renmen-m avan    - Because He first loved me 
 

Li La Bib OU -Tune of “Fisher’s of Men” 

Li la bib ou, prié chak jou  - read your Bible, pray every day 
Prié chak jou, prié chak jou  - pray every day, (repeat) 
Li la bib ou, prié chak jou  - read your Bible, pray every day 
E ou va grandi;   - and you will grow up (in faith) 
Oui, ou va grandi, Oui, ou va grandi - Yes, you will grow up (repeat) 
Li la bib ou, prié chak jou  - read your Bible, pray every day 
E ou va grandi.   - and you will grow up   
 

God is so Good 

Bondye se bon x3,   - God is so good x 3 
Chorus--Li se bon pou mwen    Chorus--He is good to me    
Li pwoteje-m x3,   -He protects me x 3 
Li renmen mwen x 3,   -He loves me x 3 
 

Everything’s Alright in my Father’s House 

V1. Tout bagay va byen, nan kay papa mwen, x3   Tout bagay va byen, nan kay papa mwen, 
genyen jwa, jwa, jwa.   
 
Chorus: mwen genyen jwa,jwa, jwa,jwa andedan kè mwen, andedan kè mwen, andedan kè mwen. 
Mwen genyen jwa,jwa,jwa,jwa andedan kè mwen, andedan kè mwen pou toujou. 
  
 V2. Pa va gen péché  There is no sin 
 V3. Gen banadection  There is blessing 
 V4. Mwen vlé ale la  I want to go there 
 V5. Esk ou vlé alé  Do you want to go 
 
American Version:    Everything’s alright in my father’s house, in my father’s  house, in my fa-
ther’s house.   Everything’s alright in my father’s house, where there’s joy, joy, joy    
 
Chorus: I have the joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart, x3.  I have the joy, joy, joy, joy down in 
my heart, down in my heart to today. 
 

Amazing Grace (French) 

Grâce infinie, ô quel beau don  - Amazing grace how sweet the sound 
pour moi, pécheur, qui crois;  - that saved a wretch like me.  
J’étais perdu, j’ai le pardon,  - I once was lost, but now I’m found:   
aveugle, mais je vois   - was blind, but now I see.  
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STAYING HEALTHY IN HAITI 
Pre-Trip Advice - Make sure that you: 

− Are in satisfactory health - no acute illnesses. 

− Have had a Tetanus shot within the past 10 years. 

− Have enough personal medications in pharmacy or manufacturer labeled bottles to last the 
length of your trip plus 2 extra days and carry these on your person. 

− Have started your anti-malaria medication 1-2 weeks in advance.  Consult your Doctor for a 

prescription. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Preventative Advice 
• Make sure a traveling companion or your host knows if you have medical problems, medical 

needs or allergies. 
• Don’t be stupid!!!!!   Most injuries overseas occur as a result of accidents while doing things 

you would not normally do.  The greatest hazard is trauma from motor vehicles accidents. 
Avoid riding in the back of a pick-up truck, traveling on overcrowded public vehicles or on 
motorcycles, and traveling after dark. 

• Be careful what you put to and into your mouth!!!! 
• Wash your hands before handling food/eating. 
• Drink only bottled, boiled or treated water, carbonated or bottled beverages (always wipe top 

before putting to lips) and cooked beverages like coffee.     
• Check that ice was made with pure water. 
• Do not use tap water to brush your teeth. 
• Do not eat anything raw that has not been peeled or washed in bleach water. 
• Do not eat raw or undercooked meat, fish or shellfish. 
• Do not swim in fresh water lakes/streams.  Chlorinated pools - okay. 
• Wear shoes - do not go barefooted. 
• If you are going to be working in a health care field consider Hepatitis B Vaccination. 
• If you are a frequent traveler or stay for prolonged periods, consider Hepatitis A Vaccination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anti Malarial Meds 
• Chloroquine Phosphate (Aralen ®) 500mg 

once per week while in Haiti and for 4 
weeks after leaving (Recommended)  

• Doxycycline 100 mg everyday - if allergic 
to Chloroquine 

What to bring basics: 
1. First aid supplies - antiseptic wipes, Band-Aids, gauze & 

tape, Tylenol, Aspirin or Ibuprofen, Pepto Bismol, Imodi-
um, Benadryl or antihistamine, topical skin lotion for bug 
bites and minor wounds, and cold and cough medications. 

2. Sun Screen - at least 15SPF and water proof. 
3. Sun Glasses / light colored hat with a brim. 
4. Insect repellent containing DEET. 
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December 5, 1492: Columbus discovers Haiti (the island of Hispaniola) 

1697: The Spaniards cede the western third of Hispaniola to the French crown at the Treaty of Ryswick. 
Haiti is now called "Saint Domingue". 

1697-1791: Saint Domingue becomes the richest colony in the world. Its capital, Cap Français, is known 
as the Paris of the New World. It is also a regime of extraordinary cruelty; the 500,000 slaves taken by 
the French are flogged, starved, and buried alive for minor offenses. 

August 1791: the first major black rebellion takes place, initiated by Boukman, a voodoo houngan. This 

begins the markings of civil war between the black dominated north and the mulatto dominated south. 

1796: Toussaint L'Ouverture, an educated herb doctor and military man, emerges as the leader of the 
former slaves in the north. He restored order, ended the massacres, and restored some of Saint 
Domingue's former prosperity. 

1801: Napoleon Bonaparte despatches an army of 34,000 to tru to subdue the slave armies and retake 
the colony for France; this mission was unsuccessful. The leader of the army Leclerc ultimately had 
Toussaint L'Ouverture seized and deported to France. He died within a year. 

May 1802: Convention in Paris reintroduces slavery, which brings on more rebellions and massacres. 

January 1804: Jean Jacques Dessalines proclaimed the independent black Republic of Haiti in the 
northern half of the island. Dessalines was unpopular with the mulattos and was assassinated in 1806. 
His death led to civil war again between the south (under General Petion) and the north (under Henry 
Christophe). 

1820: Henry Christophe commits suicide by shooting himself with a silver bullet; he had been a tyranni-
cal ruler, crowning himself "king", and building a palace and citadel (at Cap Haitien in the north) at great 
cost to Haitian lives. At his death Haiti was taken over by General Boyer, and civil war ceased. Boyer 
obtained official Haitian independence from France at the price of 150 million French francs. 

1843 to 1915: Haiti sees 22 heads of state, most of whom leave office by violent means. Rivalry contin-
ues among the whites, the mulatto elite, and the blacks. 

1915: Presdient Guillaume Sam is dismembered and the Americans invade the country. They remain for 
19 years. Despite improvements made to the infrastructure by the Americans, the Haitians opposed their 
presence. 

1934: The Americans leave Haiti, which is now prospering once again. 

1957: François Duvalier, a doctor and union leader, was elected president. Duvalier, also known as 
'Papa Doc', terrorized the country, rooting out any and all opponents to his administration. He was a 
practicing vodunist, his loa being Baron Samedi, the guardian of cemeteries and a harbinger of death. He ensured 

his power through his private militia, the tontons macoutes (which means in kreyol, "uncle boogeyman"). 

1964: Duvalier changes the constitution so that he can be elected president for life. 

1971: François Duvalier dies and is succeeded by his son Jean Claude, age 19 (also known as 'Baby 
Doc'). By this time Haiti is the poorest country in the western hemisphere (and remains so to this day). 

February 1986: The Duvalier regime collapses under Operation Deschoukay and Baby Doc flees to France. 

December 1990: Jean-Bertrand Aristide (a religious priest) is elected in a landslide victory. 

Military coup deposes Aristide's government; Organization of American states imposes an embargo 
lasting three years. 

1994: Aristide returns to Haiti to serve out his term of office, facilitated by the US military and UN troops. 

December, 1995: René Préval elected in a landslide victory 

January 2010: 7.0 Magnitude earthquake strikes Haiti.  The epicenter is in Grand Goave, Haiti 
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New Life 

Calvary Church 

Jacmel Airport 

5 

 

 

HAITI PACKING / LUGGAGE TIPS DO'S & DON'T'S 

Do Check with your airline regarding acceptable sizes, weight, number of luggage pieces, boxes 
verses trunks and content restrictions. 
Do Pack your carry-on bag with the necessary items to get you through at least one or two days 
just in case your luggage gets lost. 
Do Bring your Bible and your personal devotional material, your journal or a notebook to record in 
and pens/pencils. 
Do Bring an extra pair of glasses if you cannot see without them, or back up glasses, if you wear 
contacts.  And, bring sun glasses. 
Do Bring a personal canteen or water bottle. 
Do Bring hand sanitizer or antibacterial wipes.  Dirty hands can make you as sick as drinking bad 
water!   
Do Bring insect repellent, sun screen, personal medicines, your personal necessities, a flashlight  
(with extra batteries), a few Ziploc bags, a hat, a camera (with plenty of film) and a sufficient 
supply of underwear. 
Do Know your itinerary so that you can pack shoes, clothes and personal items appropriately.   Ex: 
church, work, play, swimming, out to dinner. 
Do Bring cash for your personal spending money and tips. From past experience you should proba-
bly not need more than $200 for extras.  
Don’t Bring poor quality items or outdated medicines for donations. 
Don’t Bring curling irons, hair dryers or electric razors.  Electrical power is at a premium. 

 

 

 

TREATMENT OF TRAVELER’S DIARRHEA 
 
If you are not allergic to aspirin and/or are not taking aspirin containing drugs, adults may take 
Pepto Bismol before meals for prevention of diarrhea during short-term trips.  Replace and keep 
replacing the fluids that you are losing.  To combat the effects try: 
 

• The BRAT Diet (Bananas, Rice, Apples, Toast) helps settle the stomach / intestines.  

• Pepto Bismol, Imodium, Kaopectate help symptoms. But remember, if you have a bug, 

diarrhea is your body’s way of  getting rid of it.   Anti-diarrhea meds will prevent this 

and could prolong your symptoms.  

• Prescription antibiotics  - such as Cipro 500 mg or Bactrim DS. 

• Seek Medical Attention if:    
You experience bloody diarrhea accompanied by a fever  
Or if the diarrhea persists beyond several days of treatment 
Or if you are unable to keep fluids down 
Or if the diarrhea continues after returning home. 
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ARRIVING IN HAITI 
Before you arrive in Haiti and while on the airplane, you will need to complete the white Haiti  
Customs Form and the Haiti International E/D Card (Visitor’s Visa) using your hosts’ or other 
designated address.   
 

ARRIVING AT PORT-AU-PRINCE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Be prepared for change. Prior to departing the plane have your passport and visitor’s visa in a safe 
and easily accessible place.  You will descend the airplane steps and walk across the tarmac of the 
terminal to the Immigration Area.  There you will wait in one of many long lines in Haiti (behind 
the yellow line) to have your passport and visa stamped.  Put your passport, visitor’s visa  and 
return tickets in a secure place. 
   
Next you will turn left and walk into the baggage claim area.  The carts that you can rent for $2.00 
US each are straight across the baggage claim area.  Get your luggage.  If you have any missing 
luggage, you will need to go to the appropriate airline desk, across the baggage claim area, to file a 
claim.  Have your white customs form and luggage bar code stickers  in your hands.  If you are 
part of a group, gather together with the team leader at the front to move through the customs line 
(preferably as a team). You will give the customs agent your white form.  Airport employees will 
require your luggage bar code stickers to check them with the  bar code  tags on your luggage.  
Once you/your team is through these final check points, proceed to the outside of the terminal with 
your luggage/carts and look for your host.  Hosts frequently wave signs to identify themselves.  
You will need to make a sharp left turn and move forward, as directed by your host to be picked 
up.  There will be many Haitian porters wanting to help you through this endeavor, both inside and 
outside the terminal.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is better not to let anyone handle your luggage until you see your host.   Most hosts select porters 
who then obtain assistance (if needed).  You should pay only the “boss porter” after everyone is in 
the vehicle.  The expected amount is generally about $1.00-$2.00 US per piece of luggage (moved 
by Haitian porters) depending on weight.   It is recommended to arrange to have tip money in 
small denominations and separate from your other money.   This will help to distribute the money 
to all who have helped. 
 

Customs Issues 

Anything in boxes and tubs will most likely be stopped and subject to the customs inspection.  
Luggage generally goes through fine.  If you must declare items at customs, it is best to have an 
inventory list with values and identified by container, ex. 1 of 10 pieces of luggage.  This should 
be on your church/mission letterhead designated for donation to the appropriate Haiti mission 
organization.  If you bring medications, list all medications with their expiration dates which must 
be at least 6-9 months into the future.  Ask for your host to be brought in to assist you.  Be respect-
ful in negotiating with customs people to determine customs duty.  Have $100-$200 disposable 
cash available.  Customs duty is 10% of value of items. 

  

Unless you surround your bags and physically prevent the porters from 

assisting you, they WILL take your bags to the airport exit and WILL 

demand payment for this service.  If you don’t mind paying, negotiate a 

price for this service.  Otherwise, you will need to be bold and forceful.  
This would be a good time to use some of the Creole you learned.  
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 I am sick. 
It hurts here. 
I have been vomiting. 
I feel dizzy. 
 
I have ________ 
Allergy / Cold / Diarrhea / Fever 
Headache / Indigestion / Pain 
Stomachache / Toothache 
 
I want _____/ I don’t want ______ 
Where is ________? 
Bottle of water 
Toilet paper 
Soap 
A blanket / pillow 
Bathroom 
Sink 
Car 
Fuel 
Mechanic 
Fresh fruit 
Bank 
Hospital 
Aspirin 
Taxi 
Doctor /  Nurse 
Administrator 
Food 
Help 
Police / Call the police 
 
What is the exchange rate? 
 
Fill the tank, please. 
There is something wrong with my 
car.   
I have a flat tire. 
Can you tow us?  

M’malad. 
Li fe mal bo isit la. 
M’t’ap vomi. 
M’santi m’toudi. 
 
M’gen ________. 
Aleji / Lagrip / Dyare / Lafyev 
Maltet / Endijesyon / Doule 
Doule lestomak / Mal dan 
 
M’ ta vle _____ / M’pa vle _______ 
Kikote ______? 
Boutey dlo 
Papye  ijyenik 
Savon 
Kouveti lenn / yon zorye 
Twalet 
Evye 
Mahin /otomobil 
Gaz 
Mekanisyen 
Fwi fre 
labank 
Lopital 
Asprin 
Taksi 
Dokte / enfimye 
Administrate 
Manje 
Asiste 
Lapolis / Rele lapolis 
 
Konbyen todchanj la ye? 
 
Plen li gaz, tanpri. 
Gen yon bagay ki pa mache nan 
machin mwen an. 
M’gen yon kawoutchou plat. 
Eske ou kapab rale nou? 
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There are a few Haitian Creole Dictionary & Phrasebooks available for purchase online.  
It is highly recommended that you learn at least a handful of phrases in Creole.  Re-
member that we are traveling to another country and in the same way we would expect 
visitor to the US to learn English, we should show the same respect to our Haitian 
friends.  English is not widely spoken and if our hosts are unavailable for some time, as 
often happens, it is a good ice breaker to practice your Creole skills.  The children at 
New Life and the people of Calvary and Jacmel will appreciate your efforts and try very 
much to help you learn.  And remember to have fun with it!  Expect to make mistakes 
and to be laughed at.  That’s part of learning. 

What is your name? 
My name is ________. 
Hello, how are you? 
I am fine. 
Good Morning/Evening/Night. 
How is it going? 
Pleased to meet you. 
See you later. 
Good-bye 
Please. 
Thank you. 
You’re welcome. 
Excuse me. 
I’m sorry. 
 
Do you speak English? 
I understand. 
I do not understand. 
How do you say _______ in Creole? 
What is this? 
 
I am ________. 
Cold/ Hot 
Happy/Sad/Angry 
Hungry/Thirsty/Sleepy 
Well/Tired 
 
How old are you? 
I am ____ years old. 
 
I’m just looking. 
Can I look at it? 
I’d like to buy  this/that. 
How much is it? 
Can you write down the price? 
Can you lower the price? 
I don’t have much money. 

Ki jan ou rele? 
M’rele ________. 
Bonjou, Ki jan ou ye? 
M’byen 
Bonjou/Bonswa/Bon nwit 
Sa ‘pase? 
M’kontan rankontre ou. 
N’a we pita. 
M’ale/ Orevwa 
Silvouple/ Souple 
Mesi 
Padkwa 
Eskize m’ 
Padon 
 
Eske ou pale Angle? 
M’konprann. 
M’pa konprann 
Kijan yo di ________an kreyole? 
Kisa sa ye? 
 
M’ ______/Mwen _______ 
Fret/Cho 
Kontan/Tris/Fache 
Grangou/Swaf/Gen domi 
Byen/Fatie or Bouke 
 
Ki laj ou? 
M’gen ___ an. 
 
Se gade m’ap gade. 
Eske m’kapab we li? 
M’ta renmen achte  Sa-a/Sila-a 
Konbyen li koute? 
Eske ou kapab ekri pri-a? 
Eske ou kapab bese pri-a? 
M’pa gen anpil lajan. 
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16 Cad Marecheux 
Jacmel 
4822 4688 
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BANKS AND PERSONAL CHECKS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There are long lines in  most banks for any kind of service.  Banks hold personal and Traveler’s 
checks for 21 to 30 days for clearance before the funds will be released to you. 
 
CREDIT CARDS AND TRAVELER’S CHECKS  

 

Visa, MasterCard and American Express are widely accepted.  Discover Cards are not used in 
Haiti. Traveler’s Checks are accepted by some vendors, but banks generally will not cash them.  
Most Haitian ATM machines are for Haiti bank accounts only and are in Gourdes, but some are 
beginning to be available to international travelers.  Many thieves and robbers stake out ATM 
machines, so be careful. 
       
SHOPPING, BARGAINING & TIPPING 

 

Shopping in Haiti offers you the opportunity to purchase delightful art and crafts and to help the 
Haitian economy.  There are many shops with varying degrees of quality of art, crafts, food and 
other goods.  Items are usually priced in Haitian dollars and are fixed prices. 
 
Bargaining with Haitian street vendors is part of the experience in Haiti.  The vendor starts with a 
high price and you start low–resulting in compromising on a price somewhere in between.  Make 
sure you know what currency you are bargaining with–Haitian dollars, US dollars or Gourde. 
 
     

 

Unibank,  Delmas 105/Rte Freres and Rue Darguin, Petion-Ville 
Sogebank, Delmas 105/Rte Freres, Petion-Ville 
Promobank, Rue Faubert #13, Petion-Ville 
Citibank,  route de Delmas #242 

STEPS FOR BARGAINING 
 

• Choose the items you want– discretely if possible, don’t “drool” over it. 

• Know how much you are willing to pay for the item and know how much money 
you have in your pocket. 

• Bargain respectfully–the vendor needs to make a living.  Ask how much for the item 
in the currency you want to use, i.e. “Konbyen” (How much)  US $; “Konbyen” 
Haitian $, or Gourdes. Vendors prefer that you do your own bargaining, not your 
Haitian hosts. 

• When the vendor responds, expect the price to be very high–2-3 times what he/she 
expects to get.  Sometimes vendors will combine items to make a sale. 

• Counter offer–go at least 2-3 times below what you want to pay. 

• The vendor and you work your way together by increments of $1, $2, $5 or $10 
depending on the amount for the item. 

• Expect limited ability for the vendor to give you change. 

• If you cannot agree on a price, say “Mèsi” (thanks) and walk/drive away. 

• If you agree on a price that both parties can accept, then that is the price for your 
item.  Sometimes the next person gets the same item for less than you, accept the 
fact that you helped the vendor and ‘let it go.’  You got a good deal if you like what 
you got, if you think you paid a fair price and if you bargained fairly.  
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OTHER HAITI TIPS 
Do Purchase travel health insurance. 
Do Protect your passport.  Make three copies of the first page of your passport. Record your airline 
ticket number and flight schedule.  Leave one copy of each at home, keep one copy for yourself 
and give one to your team leader / host 
Don’t ever trust Haitian dogs, even if they have been friendly with you. 
Do Listen to, heed and support your team leader &/or hosts. They have a great deal of responsibil-
ity to protect, support and represent you, the team, and your church/conference throughout the trip.  
Do Feel that you can ask your host(s) questions. 
Don't Wear shorts on the work site.   While shorts are acceptable, they are not recommended on 
the work site. You should consider the safety of slacks and remember that in selecting your cloth-
ing that you will be seen as a missionary representing your Church/Mission and host.  
Do Dress for church simply.  Women wear dress/skirt and top, men slacks and shirt.  Hose and 
heels, coats and ties are not necessary.   However, if a pastor is on the team and plans to participate 
in a service, semi-formal dress is suggested.   *All pastors who wish to take part  in a worship 
service need to let the host know in advance. 
Do Build relationships with the Haitians with whom you work and worship. 
Do Take lots of great  photographs. They will help you remember and tell the stories of your mis-
sion. 
Don't Take photos if you would not want your picture taken in the same situation. Remember the 
dignity and the right to privacy of the Haitian people.  
Do Ask the person if you may take their picture. Sometimes the person whose picture is taken will 
expect some money. Use your discretion and ask the interpreter or church leadership for guidance. 
Don't Promise things to Haitian people. This includes interpreters, drivers, and staff. This fosters a 
hope which you might not be able to deliver. It also causes problems for team coordinators, pas-
tors, church leaders and future teams. 
Do Ask your leader / host pastor for guidance on the best way to give any personal gifts and dona-
tions you brought.    
Do Understand that drinking alcoholic beverages and smoking in certain situations does not reflect 
well on your witness as a Christian. 
Do Consider keeping a journal - writing down your thoughts and experiences.  


